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ROUND-ROBIN REVIVAL  -  SEPTEMBER 10-14 
Make plans now to attend.  Everyone Welcome! 

Everyone is invited to the Annual Round-Robin Revival sponsored by the Kiamichi Mountains Christian Mission. We 

have invited seven preachers and seven music teams to participate in leading the revival.  Revival services will be held 

in seven locations each evening at 7:00 around the Kiamichi Mountains area. All 12 of our Family of Kiamichi 

Churches will be participating with five of the churches joining the other seven that host the services. Preachers and 

Musicians will travel in teams to different churches Sunday night through Wednesday night. Each 

church will be hosting four teams, a different team each night. On Thursday night., we will have a Unity 

Service in the Dining Hall at Christ’s 40 Acres.  Offerings will be taken at each church to help cover the  

expenses of the guest speakers and singers. The Mission will provide the meals and housing. 

This is also a “Work Week” or “Christian Service Week.” Everyone should bring work clothes and be 

prepared to help with several projects. There will be several projects with varying stress levels to ac-

commodate age and health restrictions. Some will be inside where there is air-conditioning if needed. Many of the re-

vival staff are bringing others from their church or area to participate in this week to help with the projects and support 

the churches by attending the Revival Services in the evenings. As of this newsletter, more than 40 volunteers are 

scheduled to attend. You may bring your camper or stay in one of the dorms. Donations will be accepted at all meal 

times to help cover the cost of meals. There are a number of projects where work continues to improve the property.  

Buildings need cleaned and repaired, trees need trimmed, brush needs to be burned, the sawmill will be operating, etc.  

Bring construction tools, chainsaws, weed-eaters, etc.  It is always a great time of fun and fellowship for the workers 

and a great encouragement to the churches. Call now if you need more information. 

Speakers for the RRR 

Phil Wilson - Enid, OK 
Kiamichi Home-Boy 

Howard Crowe - Nebo, KY 
Preacher, Farmer, Businessman 

Sam Ray - Cassville, MO 
Singer, Songwriter, Preacher 

Mike Baker - Olney, IL 
Preacher, Farmer, Businessman 

Dan Corbin - North Vernon, IN 
Preacher, Camp Director 

Billy Collier - Newcastle, OK 
Preacher, Newcastle Christian 

Dan Zeibart  - Veedersburg, IN 
The Black Powder Parson 

All of our 12 Family of Kiamichi 

Churches will participate in the 

RRR.  Services will be held at 

7:00 Sunday-Wednesday evening 

at the following locations: 

Christ’s Church Little River Valley 

Christ’s Church at Nashoba 

Christ’s Church at Stanley 

Christ’s Church at Mt. Fork 

Christ’s Church at Lenox 

Clayton Christian Church 

Panther Creek Christian Church 

Musicians for the RRR 

JayDee Miller - Versailles, KY 

Scott & Patricia Todd 

Honobia, OK 

Becky Grist - Russellville, AR 

The Melton Family - Franklin, IN 

The Texans - Branson, MO 

Bob & Kathy Luikart 

High Point, WV 

Mike Mitcham - Lexington, KY 

John Cornett - North Vernon, IN 

Gail Todd Stallman 

Branson West, MO 

Dan Paris - Inola, OK 

Thursday Night Service at: 

CHRIST’S 40 ACRES! 
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Artie Carnes 

 Missed Opportunities 
Sing with me: “God is so good, God is so 
good, God is so good, He’s so good to 
me.”  So often we miss opportunities to 
tell others how good God is because we 
have so much difficulty “wrapping our 
head around it” when He does something 

good for us.  In our work for the Kingdom, we get so ac-
customed to getting by with leftovers and scraps that we 
don’t know how to act when God gives us something good.  
During one of our ministries I built a nice shed in my yard 
and when one of the elders came by to see it his comment 
was, “We must be paying you too much. I wish I could af-
ford a shed like that.”  That’s when I was forced to explain 
that it was built completely with leftover supplies which I 
had collected for several months by cleaning up yards, 
barns, and construction sites for other people, one of which 
was his.  The only thing new that I had to purchase was the 
nails.  Then he changed his statement to, “Gee, I wish I 
knew how to make something so nice out of old junk.”  
When in the service of the Lord, many times we must 
“make do” with what we can get.  Often, old metal we have 
removed from buildings will be repurposed and what we 
can’t use is sent to Mexico where they are thrilled, and 
praise God for hours when they receive a used piece of 
metal.  The sad thing about this is that many get used to 
giving their leftovers and junk to the Lord.  After two 
board meetings discussing a new vacuum cleaner at one 
church where I served, one of the deacons offered to give 
us one.  We were so thrilled but when it arrived it didn’t 
work.  His response was, “Why do you think I gave it to 
you.”  When I asked about the cost to repair it he informed 
me that we could buy a new one for less money.  Some 
could take this wrong and think that we don’t appreciate 
used items but that is not the case.  We are thrilled and 
thankful with the many used items that are donated to the 
mission.  The key is that they still have some value.  Other-
wise, it just fills up buildings that others must spend years 
cleaning out.  The problem is, we get so accustomed to 
“making do” with what we have that we don’t know how to 
act when God does give us something good. 

We should always remember that God desires to give us 
good things.  James 1:17 tells us, “Every good and perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shad-
ows.”  After all, He gave us His best when He sent His on-
ly son.  Doesn’t it make sense that we should give our best 
in return.  The Scriptures teach and encourage us to give of 
the “first fruits” meaning the best of the bunch, the cream 
of the crop, the pick of the litter.  Then we are to add His 
blessing to what is left and that will go further than if we 
had kept it all for ourselves. 

We should also be thrilled when he gives us good things.  
Two car stories: There was an elder in one of the churches 
where we served who was quite successful in business.  He 
was in turn very faithful and generous in giving not only to 

IMPORTANT WORK WEEKS 

• AUGUST 21 - 25  -  A week Later 

       Than previously planned 

• SEPTEMBER 10 -15  -  During the 

   Round Robin Revival/Housing Limited 

• OCTOBER 16 - 20 

• NOVEMBER 13 -17 

Meals will be served during each work week.  If you 

are willing to “work for food” we need you.  Hous-

ing is available in dormitories and a few cabins.  

You can also bring a camper or motorhome as we 

have full hook-ups available.  There will be plenty of 

dorm space during the RRR but cabins will not be 

available as they will be used for Revival Staff.  

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
The Piper Cherokee in 
the picture went down 
shortly after take-off 
from the airstrip here at 
Christ’s 40 Acres at the 
end of the Men’s Clinic 
in 1974.  Aboard were 
Vernon Newland, 67, 
President of Iowa Chris-
tian College, Edward 
(maybe Elton or Eldon) Tipping, 44, of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Ronald Ringwald, 35, of Huntsville, Ohio. No one sur-
vived. Bro. Newland was mentioned at the recent family 
camp and it was discussed that we wished we had infor-
mation on the other two men since the records were de-
stroyed by the office fire a few years ago. We wanted to 
place a memorial in the Patty Lou Chapel remembering these 
men but we had no information. Out of the blue, the very 
next week we received an email from the daughter of Ronald 
Ringwald requesting information about the Mission. I sent 
her the information and she sent me what she had in letters 
and newspaper clippings. She is excited about the memorial 
to her dad and will raise funds from her family on Facebook. 
I then called Melvin Newland who served as President of 
Dallas Christian College when Dora and I were students. He 
also was excited about the memorial and will be in contact 
with Bro. Ringwald’s daughter.  

We have no information on the pilot Bro. Tipping. If anyone 
knows a relative we could contact please forward that infor-
mation to the Mission. We plan to include information about 
each of these men in the Memorial Records that will be as-
sembled for the Chapel so visitors can read of these and oth-
ers of great faith and their sacrifice. Also, if you would like 
to make a donation to the Patty Lou Smith Memorial 
Chapel Renovation Fund in honor of any of these men you 
may send that to the office clearly marked as such. 

Just a note. Two other planes crashed that same year either 
landing or departing from the air-strip, and another in route 
resulting in injuries but no fatalities. As a result the airstrip 
was shut down. Now there is a new section of highway in its 
place where you could land a pretty good-sized jet if it were 
only permitted. 

Continued on page 5 
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OK! Here is the story of our latest MIRA-
CLE in the ongoing saga of the Patty Lou 
Memorial Chapel renovation.....the bring-
ing back to life of the beautiful lady. Many 
months ago I found a notice on a local gar-
age sale site for a Wurlitzer C153 Baby 
Grand Piano at the unbelievable price of 
$1,500.00. I was so excited I could hardly 
breathe. When the seller was called she 

stated she would contact the owner and make arrangements 
for us to receive the piano. Later, she called back apologizing  
for an error in the post. The piano was worth $15,000.00 
and the owner was asking $8,000.00. Oh well! The end of 
that dream! I explained to the poster that it was for a Mission 
and told her a little about KMCM. This week the owner of 
the piano contacted us. She is a beautiful Christian lady. Af-
ter a conversation with her she told me, "My husband and I 
have prayed about this and we wish to DONATE the pi-
ano!" Long ago, God gave me a desire for a Grand Piano 
and today He filled the desire of my heart and now 1000's of 
worshippers will be thrilled by the beauty of this instrument 
for the Glory of God. Generations to come will know and be 
inspired by the faithfulness of His servants. Praise God from 
whom all blessing flow! 
By the way, Those legs sticking out from under the piano 
belong to Board Member Dave Shaw and his wife Dar. They 
were figuring out the pedal assembly! 

Dora Carnes 
Director of 

Woman’s Ministries 

Women’s Ministry Report 
The following windows for the Patty Lou were pur-
chased since the last Newsletter: 

 ADD’L UPPER WINDOWS 
2 MORE AVAILABLE 

Delmar Debault - John & Louise Sands 

Delmar’s Dummies - John & Louise Sands 

Memorial CC, Ardmore, OK - Jerry & Lisa Witt 

Oakley & Titus Bray - Ivan, III & Jesica Bray 

Tom & Betty Amos - Tom & Betty Amos 

Helen S. Tackett - Jeanette Wilhoite 

Joe Douthett - Gillette Douthett 

Clarence & Bea Herrin - Family and Friends 

James & Lou Ann Hebron - James & Lou Ann Hebron 

CORRECTION FROM JUNE NEWSLETTER 

Davis Howard & Sue Crowe - Carol Watkins - Nebo, KY 

Thank you for helping complete this project.  There are only 2 
upper windows left at $250.00 each.  Installation will begin 
soon.  There will be a Brass Plaque listing the names of those 
with windows dedicated placed upstairs when it is renovated. 

In the month of October we hope to mail out forms for the 
wording you wish to have on the brass plaques.  We are also 
putting together a memory book with the stories of all those 
with a dedicated window. 

During the Round-Robin Revival plans are to finish cleaning 
and organizing the Patty Lou lower floor in preparations for in-
terior renovations this winter.  We need plenty of strong backs 
and talented cleaners to he 

Our good friend and very 
talented musician, local 
Choctaw Preacher Ray-
mond Johnson is playing 
the new Wurlitzer Baby 
Grand. The piano is in the 
office for safe keeping until 
the Chapel is ready. What a 
thrill to enjoy this wonder-
ful music while diligently 
working in the office. Come 
by for a visit and if you 
play, bring your music with 
you.  Praise God! 

Dave Shaw, Bro. Artie, and Kaleb Smith of Indiana 
loaded the piano with a little help from a tractor 
loaned by Gray Brothers Equipment of Poteau. 

The old wooden pews from the Patty Lou are available for a 
$100 donation for each.  The funds will go toward the renova-
tion project. Pews are 102 inches long and can be cut down to 
any size for a porch, entryway, or dining bench. 

T
e
n
t 

s
a
le

 t
o
 r

a
is

e
 f

u
n
d
s
 f

o
r
 t

h
e
 P

a
tt

y
 L

o
u
 w

il
l 
b
e
 t

h
e
 l
a
s
t 

w
e
e
k
 o

f 
S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r
 a

n
d
 f

ir
s
t 

w
e
e
k
 o

f 
O

c
to

b
e
r
. 



 

 KMCM Newsletter                      4                                                                 AUGUST 2017 

 

 

Old Fashioned Family Camp 

“And a great time was had by all.” 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017 
• Round Robin Revival  ———— September 10-14 

• Ladies’ Retreat  ——————  September 29 & 30 

• Bigfoot Festival  ————--————  October 6 & 7 

• Bigfoot Worship Service —————— October 8 

Old-Fashioned Family 
Camp was “off the 
charts” in every way 
this year.  Numbers 
were up!  Offering 
was up!  And the Spirit 
was up! 

Jonah soon to be thrown off the ship.  (By 
the way, that is not John the Baptist get-
ting ready to punch Jonah.  It may look 

like him, but it’s not.) 

John the Baptist getting ready to 
baptize Jesus in Rock Creek . . . . I 
mean, the Jordan River, my bad. 

Some of the hard-working crew 
that made Family Camp so special 

for all the children.  Thanks 

Leanne Brasington of Houston, Texas did an AMAZING job of assembling the curricu-
lum, organizing the volunteers, and leading the children’s sessions.  Thanks 

There was great food, 
great preaching and 
teaching, great fun, and 
super fellowship.  And, 
much work was done 
on several important 
building projects. 

Old-Fashioned Family Camp 2018 

July 22-27 - Be there or be square! 



 

 

the church but to others in the community.  Because of a 
business connection he was able to purchase a new car, 
much nicer than he would usually purchase.  I only found 
this out because while at his home I happened to see it in 
his garage.  He had the car for several months but didn’t 
take it out of the garage for fear others may think he was 
not being a good steward of what God had given him.  I 
encouraged him to get in that beautiful car, drive it all over 
town, and use that as an opportunity to tell everyone he met 
that God was Good and had blessed him beyond what he 
deserved.  Don’t hide it when God does something good.  
Shout it out to the world!  Although, sometimes it is very 
clear why we must hide it, especially from other Christians.  
Second car story: I remember when the missionary Al 
Hamilton came to visit our church in the early 80s to raise 
support.  He pulled into the driveway in an almost new Lin-
coln Continental.  That raised a few eyebrows until he 
shared the facts of the story with the congregation.  He had 
purchased an old clunker of a car to make this fund-raising 
tour which he intended to sell at the end of the tour when he 
left for the mission field.  Only a few visits into his tour a 
man came up to him and offered to exchange “pink 
slips” (car titles) with him.  He wanted Brother Al to have a 
better car for the tour and then sell it for much more money 
at the end to go towards the mission effort.  When he went 
out to the parking lot with the keys and pink slip, they 
matched a nearly new Continental.  Brother Al said the next 
few churches barely gave any offering after his presenta-
tions.  Then a friend informed him of the reason why.  Peo-
ple didn’t think he needed money if he could afford such an 
expensive car.  That’s when he realized his mistake.  All 
along he should have been praising God and telling others 
how good God is and giving Him the Glory for such a good 
gift.  After that he was not shy about telling others about 
this good gift God had given him. This actually caused the 
churches to give even more towards his mission effort be-
cause they could see that God’s hand was on him because 
of such a good gift.  That’s when Brother Al coined the 
phrase, “I’VE LEARNED TO USE WHAT GOD GIVES 
ME, EVEN IF IT IS GOOD!”  We all should learn this 
lesson, Amen. 

When God gives us something good it provides us an op-
portunity to share with others the goodness of God.  We 
should give Him the glory!  We must be very careful that 
ALL glory goes to Him and make it clear that we were just 
where we should have been, working hard and being faith-
ful when God did this amazing thing.  Good work and 
faithfulness deserves a reward.  The Bible teaches this and 
God practices this.  That’s not the same as saying we are 
deserving of a reward because the only thing we “deserve” 
is to spend an eternity in hell.  Thanks be to God and the 
gift of our Savior Jesus Christ, we can avoid what we de-
serve.  When God rewards hard work and faithfulness we 
should take that opportunity to tell everyone we know how 
good God is.  Recently when God gave us something good 
I spent the greater part of a day calling everyone I could 
reach and telling them how good God is.  If they didn’t an-
swer the phone I left them a message.  Everywhere I went 
for the next week I told everyone I saw how good God is, 
the store, the bank, the gas station, everywhere.  What an 

opportunity!  One person said, “Wow! You and your wife 
must be real ‘wheeler-dealers’,” to which I responded, “No.  
We just work hard, and pray hard.”  The good gifts that 
God is giving the Kiamichi Mountains Christian Mission 
are not because of personal fund-raising skills.  They are 
because of the hard work, faithfulness, and prayers of 
many.  Oh, I have fund-raising skills and they are certainly 
an asset.  The first year at Honobia I decided we needed to 
get out and see as many people as possible so I made a list 
of around 75 churches, men’s groups, and colleges.  From 
this list, my experience in booking dates is that I should be 
able to get eight or ten to respond.  I began to call the num-
bers and the first 25 gave a positive response and invited 
us to visit them for a presentation.  If that was all person-
al skills I could get a good job, that actually paid me, with 
any booking agent, and be head of the class and instruct 
others.  Problem is my numbers in any sales or marketing 
position I have held are the same as everyone else.  I just go 
through more numbers to be more successful.  But when 
you put God in the equation it changes all the numbers! 

By now you have heard the story of the Piano that was re-
cently given to the Mission for the Patty Lou Smith Memo-
rial Chapel.  This was given by complete strangers who 
were unfamiliar with us or the mission.  As is their custom, 
Dora had called together some of the wives of the Board of 
Directors during Family Camp to pray.  When they do this, 
it will go on for hours at times.  One of the things Dora had 
been praying for was a piano for Patty Lou Chapel.  She 
had seen a Wurlitzer Baby Grand for sale but it turned out 
to be way too expensive.  Even with her “inside connec-
tions” with the Director of the Mission she knew he would 
never approve it.  So, she added that to the list of things for 
God to handle.  Months later a woman contacted me 
through our website informing me she had a piano to do-
nate.  I didn’t get too excited because most pianos or organs 
that are donated are wa-a-a-ay past their usefulness.  As 
usual, I turned this over to my wife who is responsible for 
“Acquisitions and Logistics.”  I gave her that title in lieu of 
pay.  Turns out it is the same lady with the same grand pi-
ano.  She and her friend had been praying for God to show 
them a Christian organization to which they could give it.  I 
have often said that God has money in accounts we know 
nothing about and we should never limit God to the availa-
bility of known funds.  Now I also say that God has Grand 
Pianos in climate controlled storage units that we know 
nothing about. 

Recently God has given us a “good gift” or maybe better 
expressed a “great gift.”  That is the World Mission Build-
ers Lodge.  This started out as a one-story cabin but as oth-
ers in the organization got involved it grew into a much 
larger project.  We are so thankful to God for this great 
gift!  We also are at a loss of words for the gratitude we 
have for Ed Thomas, Joe Wilson, and Wayne Duhon, the 
leaders of World Mission Builders and their wonderful 
people for all the money and labor they have donated to 
this worthy project. Their dedication and sacrifice is an 
amazing thing to witness and speaks volumes of the good-
ness of God.  The volunteer architect for this project de-
signed this building to last a minimum of 100 years, longer 
if well maintained.  This is a fully modern building with all 
the latest technologies in construction.  It will not only be 

KMCM Newsletter                      5                                                                 AUGUST 2017 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

functional but it will also be a beautiful tribute to the good-
ness of God with its log exterior and “Bass Pro” style 
porches.  The interior will be finished with the best materi-
als and one of the seven bedrooms and baths will be fully 
“handicap” accessible. Thank you, thank you, thank you, 
God and the faithful, hard-working volunteers of World 
Mission Builders.  God has truly provided a great gift 
through a wonderful organization!   

Only a few of the thousands who participate in the ministry 
at Christ’s 40 Acres have questioned the need for such a 
nice facility.  Others may question and not express it but it 
proves the point that some Christians are not very good at 
dealing with the good gifts that God gives.  One asked me, 
“Does the Mission really need something this nice?”  To 
which I responded, “Absolutely not.”  He then expressed to 
me that he was satisfied with the older sheds with no facili-
ties that have been used for years.  My response was three-
fold.  First, so am I.  I have learned to be content with what-
ever God has given me.  I’m going to be there even if I 
must sleep on a mat in the Steel Tent, which I have done 
more than once.  But this ministry is not about me.  It’s 
about reaching others and those others are not as committed 
as we are to this mission.  I’m also attending worship even 
if we meet in a barn.  But, to attract others we build com-
fortable buildings that represent our best effort in honor to 
God.  The WMB Lodge is the “best effort” of the volun-
teers of World Mission Builders.  It is the first fruits of 
their offering to God.  They are not making it “nice” for 
us but rather giving of their best to God.  We just hap-
pen to be the very blessed recipients of this good gift 
from God.  I’ll accept it and praise God for it!  We have 
need for it right now and I’m sure God has a plan for using 
it in the future that will become clear to us then.  Secondly, 
God knows the future and we must need it for something 
great that is coming.  So many amazing things have hap-
pened at Christ’s 40 Acres in the past few years that we 
didn’t expect or plan.  As a result, we were not prepared.  
God just keeps opening doors of opportunity to serve Him 
and reach the lost and we keep walking through them.  It is 
our intention to establish a School of Preaching and Mis-
sions Training here at Christ’s 40 Acres by the fall of 2018.  
I know we will need this building at that time.  Third, I as-
sured him there would always be a shed, that was falling 
down, with no facilities just for him so he would be com-
fortable.  I know that could sound sarcastic and being sar-

castic is certainly within my skill set, but it is not intended 
to be.  Someone suggested that we always reserve an area 
for those who want to keep it as it used to be.  No showers, 
no facilities, no heat, no air, plenty of bugs and snakes, etc.  
Let me assure you, there is no shortage of spaces that meet 
that description at Christ’s 40 Acres. 

Two final thoughts.  All these good gifts God has given to 
us should send a signal out to us and those who watch us.  
That signal is the fact that He is blessing us beyond our 
means and our stature. “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?”  That’s a good question.  Another good ques-
tion is, “If God is for us, why not join us?”  I want to be on 
a winning team, do you!  I get appeals from ministries that 
have been on their “last legs” every month for dozens of 
years. “We are getting ready to close the doors if you don’t 
send your best gift today,” they will say.  My response to 
that is, “If God is on your side, why are you in such bad 
shape and have stayed there for so long?”  Which brings 
me to my second, final thought: All these good gifts God 
has given to us do not help pay the monthly bills.  Just be-
cause God gives us a new piano or building does not mean 
we do not have needs so the work of this valuable ministry 
may continue.  We are not going to sell the piano or rent 
the building to make the monthly bills.  We still need your 
support.  These good gifts do not pay the annual utility bills 
in excess of $30,000.  They do not contribute to the annual 
insurance bill of $11,000, or the cost of running an office or 
maintaining minimal staff.  We still need you to be faith-
ful in your regular giving to keep this ministry effective.  
Good News!  We are not on our last leg!  We are paying 
the bills!  We’re not even close to closing the door!  But 
that is dependent on you being faithful in your monthly, 
quarterly, and annual giving as you have been.  And praise 
God, that giving increases every year as we have more op-
portunity.  We don’t need more to pay the current bills.  We 
need more and more because God continues to give us 
more opportunity.  We have been faithful with little and 
now He is entrusting us with much.  Much is way more 
expensive than little! 

God is good!  He has blessed us beyond our expectations.  
God is for us!  We trust that you will want to remain part 
of something good.  I’m with Brother Al!  I’m going to use 
what God gives me, even if it is good.       AC 
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At Family Camp, Board Chairman Howard Crowe of Nebo, 
Kentucky, did a portrayal of Daniel in sackcloth and ashes 

pleading to God for his people.  IT WAS AMAZING! 

What’s with the Zebra apron?  
Have you ever seen this man flip 
pancakes for 200 people? Fast.  
Like a Zebra.  (Somehow “fast as a 
gazelle” didn’t seem appropriate.) 


