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AND MUCH MORE! 

“The Texans” 
“Little River Band” 

Area Choir 
Vendors 

Drawings and Gifts JULIE WINTERS 

Speaker 

Pre-Register for $40.00 until August 1st. 
After August 1st is $50.00.  (12 and under are FREE.  Ages 13-18 are half-price.) 

THREE MEALS AND A SNACK 
ARE INCLUDED! 

Register Online @ www.kiamichimission.org 

KRISTA MELTON 

Musician 

You are invited to experience the beauty of a Jewish Wedding 
celebration honoring the Lord.  Hear an insightful teaching of the 

symbolic mystery intertwined between Jewish Wedding Rituals 
and the Life of Christ.   

HERE COMES THE BRIDE 

2017 
LADIES’ RETREAT 
at Christ’s 40 Acres 

37529 Indian Trail—Honobia, Oklahoma  74549 

September 29 & 30 
FEATURING: 
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Artie Carnes 

Dora and I recently had the opportunity to 
visit the Mission Christian Church in the 
Tulsa area.  The new preacher is our own 
Bro. John Sands. He and his wife Louise 
accepted that position a few months ago 
and are doing a great job. John and Louise 
attend every event here are Christ’s 40 

Acres and serve as the camp nurses since both are retired 
Registered Nurses. They also work in the kitchen and cook 
some of the great food everyone enjoys while here. John is 
also an accountant and has served as the accountant for the 
Mission since the days of Bro. Mac. He is a regular mem-
ber of the Board only sitting off the required year every six 
years. In addition to being a Registered Nurse, Cook, and a 
Certified Accountant, John is also a veteran, a preacher, 
and an award winning story-teller. We have enjoyed many 
of his humorous stories at the Men’s Clinic and other 
events. They are wonderful friends to Dora and I and sup-
port the Mission with their Time, Talent, and Treasure. 
What a Blessing. We are pictured below after lunch at 
IHOP. John says he goes there because he feels sorry for 
“the one-legged waitresses.” Below that we are pictured 
having supper the night before at the Japanese Steakhouse. 
OH! We also visited the church on Sunday morning and 
the great folks there said it was a real blessing to them. We 
would love to come for a visit to your congregation to pre-
sent the mission, sing, and preach. Just call the office and 
schedule a date. We’ll look forward to trying out some of 

the great restaurants in your town. AC 

I really think this is going to be the best 
Ladies’ Retreat ever! I know I say that eve-
ry year but this time it is just the facts. We 
are so blessed to have many helpers get-
ting everything ready. It always amazes me 
the number of people who are willing to 
work tirelessly to make this wonderful, 
annual event happen.  Thanks so much for 
all those who provided wedding dresses.  
They are so BEAUTIFUL! We even received 
the wedding dress of Eileen Layman that she wore at her 
wedding over 80 years ago.  You will want to see that. Again, 
BEAUTIFUL! 

There will be five “chuppas” placed in the Steel Tent. These 
are the traditional tents that were used for Jewish Weddings. 
Two of them are pictured on the front page of this Newslet-
ter. Have I mentioned . . . BEAUTIFUL!  

This retreat will focus on the Jewish Wedding traditions and 
how they relate to our relationship with Christ since the 
Church is the Bride of Christ and will someday be presented 
to Him at a celestial wedding. We look forward to that day 
and don’t want to miss it. The Ladies’ Retreat will help you 
to be ready with plenty of oil for your lamp. The number of 
“pre-registrations” is up considerably over last year.  I pray 
that is an indication that we will have a record crowd! There 
is still plenty of room for you so make plans now to attend. 
You will be blessed and very glad you did. 

Now. Here is what you need to know.: 

1. Registration will begin at 4:00 pm in the Steel Tent. 

2. Beds are available in the Dorms on a first-come basis. 

3. There will be 3 meals and a special Bridal Reception Tea. 

4. Our Bridal Show has nine models and will feature 12 
wedding gowns, concluding with a “Mystery Speaker” 
you will not want to miss. 

5. 50 different people are involved in this great event in-
cluding six missionaries and eight discussion panel lead-
ers. 

6. There is an increased number of vendors this year from 
several states with marvelous items for you to purchase. 

7. The Door Prizes are INCREDIBLE! FANTASTIC! ETC. 

8. The Banquet Hall and menu are indescribable! 

9. Don’t miss “Patsy Cline” and “Tammy Trala.” 

10. There will be lots of photo opportunities and fun games. 

11. A choir of beautiful ladies from the Zafra Church of 
Christ will present three choral numbers. 

12. Sing Praises during three worship in song sessions with 
Gail Stallman and the MX3 Band. 

13. Be inspired by chalk art by Janet Layman accompanied 
by The Texans. 

14. Conclude with an unforgettable experience through the 
Lord’s Supper. 

I hope you are as excited about this event as we are and are 
planning to make time in your busy schedule to attend.  You 
will be so glad you did!    DC 

Dora Carnes 
Director of 

Woman’s Ministries 

Women’s Ministry Report 
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2017 Honobia Bigfoot Festival and Conference will be HUGE!!!! 
This year the organizers and volunteers are predicting record numbers again for the Honobia Bigfoot Festival and 

Conference. Last year after researching the numbers we found that just over 4,400 people were in attendance for both 

days.  The Choctaw Bigfoot 5K Run will be a big part of the Festival again this year.  Campsites are going fast inside 

Christ’s 40 Acres and in the “Powder Puff” campground across the road.  This is a tremendous opportunity for the Ki-

amichi Mountains Christian Mission. A recent article in a national travel magazine named the Honobia Bigfoot Festi-

val as NUMBER ONE in a list of five top Bigfoot events across the nation! Every time this event is mentioned in na-

tional magazines, on radio and TV, and across the inter-

net, our name and ministry are mentioned and many times promoted. During the festival we also have an opportunity 

to introduce many to the Mission and evangelize as well. The Mission is responsible for Guest Camping, Security, and 

the Music Stage. We also have a food concession which raises several hundred dollars for our Christian Service 

Camps. By taking donations at the gate and renting campsites we are able to cover all of the expenses for which the 

Mission is responsible including guest musicians. Sam Ray of “The Texans” does a great job as the emcee and took 

many opportunities to promote the events and activities of KMCM. This camping season we had many who participat-

ed in our events who became acquainted with the Mission at the Bigfoot Festival. 

OCTOBER 6TH AND 7TH - 9:00 am through Story Time. 
Worship on Sunday, Oct. 8th, at 10:00. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017 
• Ladies’ Retreat  ——————  September 29 & 30 

• Bigfoot Festival  ————--————  October 6 & 7 

• Bigfoot Worship Service —————— October 8 

Lightning struck 
this tree blowing 
the side out send-
ing splinters 4’ 
long over 75’! 

Work continues on the 
World Mission Builders 

Lodge.  Left to right are Ar-
chitect Glen Short, Curt 
Watts, and Casey Short. 

Thanks to Board Member 
Dave Shaw for loaning 

equipment to make the job 
much easier. 

Carving the rafters 
is hard work and 
takes an artist’s 

touch. 

Staff and Friends 
putting out the 

monthly Newsletter. 

THE WORK GOES ON AND ON AND ON . . .  



 

 

AND ON AND ON! 
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Mike Baker and Jason 
Sparks cut facia 

boards for the Patty 
Lou Chapel. 

Kyle and Trevon 
Melton help Board 
Chairman Howard 

Crowe transport 
clean mattresses to 

the dorms. 

Phil Wilson had a hardy crew of teenagers 
helping clean mattresses.  Among them 

were Caydee Melton, Jacquelyn Carnes, 
and Ryland Luikart. 

This little angel named Dan Corbin 
ran the sawmill all week during the 

Round Robin Revival when he 
wasn’t preaching or singing. 

Bob & Kathy Luikart of Lookout, WV 
sing a song after lunch during the RRR 

along with son Tim and grandson Ryland. 

Board Members 
Curtis McDaniel 

and Sam Ray work 
on the green cabin 

south of the kitchen. 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE ROUND-ROBIN REVIVAL AND WORKED SO HARD 

ON THE MANY PROJECTS THAT NEEDED DONE!  YOU ARE A GREAT BLESSING TO THE MISSION! 



 

 

 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR STORIES 

AND MEMORIES OF CHRIST’S 40 ACRES 

While at Family Camp I was listening to Dan Corbin tell stories about some of the men and women 

that have been a part of the Kiamichi Mountains Christian Mission and how they have touched lives 

literally all over the world.  As Dan was telling the stories, I'm thinking and said, "someone needs to 

write this down!"  Dan agreed and new project is born. So many names come to mind, not to mention 

the story of A.B. McReynolds and how he came to the Kiamichi Mountains ill and to retire.  We 

know how that turned out, but, it needs to be documented, and with lots of photos. 

What is being envisioned is a book with a collection of stories and photos.  Stories must be real, and 

publishable.  Personally, I've heard Jaydee Miller tell stories about him, Lowell Mason, and Mark 

Layman in Russia.  I know Mark Layman, Dan Corbin, and John Sands have a ton of stories to tell as 

well as so many more.  I know the Kiamichi Mountains Christian Mission has men and stories from 

around the world.  Stories about the whole Todd Family among the Dunson's, the Layman's, the 

Balke's and the many, many others that have been a part of Christ's 40 Acres. 

It is vitally important to collect these stories, get them organized, and get them in print.  Your help is 

greatly needed in order to get this accomplished! How can you help you ask?  Submit your stories as 

best as you are able to.  Digital submissions would be best, but not required.  Audio and/or video re-

cordings of interviews would be fine too.  In addition to your stories and anecdotes, we need names, 

contact information, and other leads for others to participate.  It is extremely important to get this ball 

rolling while we have the legends living among us.  

We need stories ... as many as you have.  I know there are many, many people that have been a part 

of the mission through the years that have ministered all over the world.  The stories could range 

from scary moments, comedy, to praise reports, to just information about a particular mission trip.  

Stories you would like to read.  At this point, nothing is too small or irrelevant. 

Please send your submissions to me at the address below.  Likewise, if you have any questions, 

please don't hesitate to ask.  I'm looking forward to receiving your submission. 

All for His glory,  

 

Ed Grist 

3034 32nd Terrace  

Van Buren, AR 72956 

  

Cell: (479) 719-2685 

(Leave message or text for a return call.) 

 

Email: fegrist@yahoo.com 

IMPORTANT WORK WEEKS 

• OCTOBER 15 - 20 

• NOVEMBER 13 -17 

Meals will be served during each work 

week.  If you are willing to “work for food” 

we need you.  Housing is available in dor-

mitories and a few cabins.  You can also 

bring a camper or motorhome as we have 

full hook-ups available.  There will be plen-

ty of dorm space. 
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